American Legion Rost 198(
History 283@ From the All

ERIC V . DICKSON
AMERICAN LEGION
POST 1980
WOODLAND PARK, CO

Dear Dianna;
Hope this finds You enjoying a great start on 1998, after a Good Holiday Season.

1997... WOW....What a year for our Post!!! Membership doubled, and since June we have the good
fortune to enjoy 8 new applications for membership. Currently we have 34 paid up members out of a total

membership of 47. Let's get our dues in and help the Post enjoy a 100% Membership

Our Post is alive and well after a very good 1997. Thanks to the membership of the Post we were able
to have a number of events that led to a couple of great accomplishments. Not only were we able to get
together for some good times, we were able to raise the funds necessary to purchase the Posts first
American Flag, and we just purchased and received our Post | lag. It should be with great pride that we
will hold our first meeting of 1998 with our Post Colors. posted with our American Flag, at the head of
our meeting.

At the meeting in November, it was brought up that the time was here to start thinking about setting a
date for our second annual Pig Roast. At the next meeting,(which will be on Wednesday, January 28th, at
7:00pm) we need to discuss the upcoming year's activities, so the necessary pre-planning can take place
As always, 1 would like to encourage any and all ideas for Post involvement to be presented to the

| [ continue 1o grow

membership. That's what made 97 such a good year, and that's what will help our Pos
1997 will go down as the most enjoyable year for me as an American Legion member. Thanks goes
entirely to the membership of the Post. It took a lot of effort to pull off all of the activities that the year
brought about. [ sincerely hope that ey eryone involved had as good a time with the vear
Two Pig Roasts, sent a High School Boy to Boy's State, purch r
sponsored Pre-school Physical Fitness day, joined in with the V.F.W. in 4t} y Flag Raising
City Park, held a Turkey Shoot, an 8-Ball tournament, presented our r Fl: the Woodland
Park Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade
together...1997....WOW....What a year for our Post!!!
Let's all work hard and make 1998 the year We all know it can be.

and just had good times

Sincerely yours,

<
&{/ é) C<T L A #=
Bill Bracken, CMDR.

Please Note:
The Ladies have formed an Auxiliary Unit and have applied for their Unit Charter. 1 would like to
: their meetings at the

our support for their endeavors in any way that we can. They are holding
ospective members for

d Inn on the first Wednesday of every month, so if you know of any pr
ol Bracken at 719-687-

let them know about the meetings. They can contact Unit President Carc
Secretary Ann Maenpaa-Battin at 719-687-9984 for information
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ERIC V. DICKSON AMERICAN LEGION POST 1980 — MILESTONES

FIRST MEMBERS

No place or date was entered on the application for temporary charter of Eric V. Dickson Post
1980. Vincent C. Falco certified to the accuracy and good faith of the applicants. The
application was recommended by the Department of Colorado Commander on April 1, 1980, and
approved by the National Adjutant on April 7, 1980. The signatories to the application are as
follows. The names marked with an asterisk indicate those who were annotated on the
application as having paid for the memberships

Carl Nolan *

Robert Bolyard
David C. Jess
Richard J. Harris *
Willie F. Johnson *
Dale L. Greathouse *
Bill Nolan *

Ralph G. Caldwell
Gary H. Vahsholtz
Emest E. Chandler
John J. Stream, Jr
Phillip A. Brady
David Wayne
Dewaine C. Perkins *
I'homas Barton Carley
Vincent C. Falco

*

ERrIC V. DICKSON AMERICAN LEGION POST 1980 — MILESTONES

FIRST MEETING

The first meeting of Eric V. Dickson American Legion Post 1980 is recorded by hand on a thin
sheet of brown paper. Neither dated nor signed, it simply states:

First meeting of Post 1980 held at the Whistle Stop in Divide. Collected
dues from five members and gave out membership cards to those who ha\’c
paid. Discussed where to meet permanently. No one had a place. Decided
meeting will be July 15, p.m. Place will be determined later by post card to
members and prospective members. Meeting adjourned 8:30 p.m.
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Auxiliary celebrates charter

The American Legion
Auxiliary celebrated charter
membership March 4 at the
Thunderhead Inn in
Woodland Park. The local
gathering place was packed
with honored dignitaries
from Denver and Colorado
Springs, their presence
adding a touch of military
prestige to the ceremony.

Alma Smith, Colorado
department president,
installed the officers of the
local women's auxiliary —
Carol Bracken, president;
Ann Maenpaa-Battin, secre-
tary; Marleen Davidson,

Wednesday, March 18

treasurer, and Dianna
Klamt, historian.

The women's auxiliary
is part of the Eric V.
Dickson American Legion
Post No. 1980, whose com-
mander is Bill Bracken of
Woodland Park.

Before the ceremony,
Carol Bracken talked about
the need for an auxiliary for
women whose husbands,
fathers or other family
members have served
America in combat.

"I think there are lot of
who would like a
companionship
experience,
hus

women
sense of
and shared
since we've had our

bands or family members
involved in the A

Bracken said. "We'd like to

reach out to veterans and

their families — some of

whom fall through the

gaps.”

Veterans in the Eric V.
Dickson wunit served in
World War Il and military
conflicts in Korea, Vietnam,
the Persian Gulf and Haiti.

The women's auxiliary
has already made its mark
on the Woodland Park scene
by contributing to such
organizations as the
Community Cupboard and

See AUXILIARY, page 2
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"People saluted

showed a lot of respect for the
flag. And three little boys broke

and

“The Star ,s’,!\ aingled

with their hands on
Bracken said
meetings held the

of every month

hests

1esday
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Bracken is optimistic that

vomen will want to join
ixiliary

hoping it

women who

will bond
are at loose

m
SOme
ends,"” she said

To join the auxiliary or for
more information, call Bracken
at 687-3327
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Photo by Pat Hill

Carol Bracken and husband, Bill, recently entertained Americn Legion dignitaries.
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